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 Hello delegates! My name is Kambiz Shoaei, and I will be one of your Co-Chairs 

at SOCOMUN. I am a junior at Santa Margarita, and this is also my third year in the 

MUN program. I really love MUN because it has helped me develop skills like public 

speaking, collaboration, and problem-solving. I’ve debated countless topics, but my 

favorite MUN topics come from a special type of committee called ‘Joint Crisis’ because 

you not only compete against other delegates, but another committee as a whole (it’s 

super fun). MUN has provided me with many opportunities over the years; this March I 

got to attend a conference at UC Berkeley, and in a few weeks, I get to head to London 

for the Royal Russell MUN Conference! Other than MUN, I am a Varsity Athlete on 

Santa Margarita’s swim team, an avid beach goer, a pianist, a lover of coffee, and 

someone who just enjoys spending time out with friends! 

 I really hope SOCOMUN can be an amazing learning experience for each and 

every delegate! I want it to introduce you to the basics of MUN and provide feedback so 

you can perform the best at your next conferences. On the day of, we will begin with 

debate where delegates will give speeches on solutions to the topic. If you’d like to go 

into further debate, I encourage delegates to motion for a caucus. In caucuses, delegates 

can personally discuss policies, solutions, and resolutions. It is crucial that you remember 

to stay on policy! In MUN, you are representing a country, so it’s important that you 

embody that country in all aspects of committee. If you have ANY questions, please feel 

free to ask me at socomununhrc@gmail.com. I cannot wait to meet you all in committee, 

and best of luck with your research! 

 

A note from your Secretary: My name is Jessica Hamra and I will be your vice chair for 

this conference. This will be my second year on the dais in this committee. I am currently 

a junior and have done MUN for the past two years. This year I am serving as the USG of 

technology for the SM MUN program. When I am not in MUN I spend my time doing 

color guard and volunteering. I look forward to seeing you in committee! 

 

A note from your Rapporteur: Hello delegates, I am Dagny Streit and I will be your 

secretary at SOCOMUN. I am a sophomore at Santa Margarita Catholic High School, 

and this is my second year involved in the MUN program; I enjoy participating in 

conferences, discussing different world issues, and coming to solutions with others 

concerning these topics. In addition to MUN, I am involved in lacrosse and musical 

theater. I am very eager to listen your ideas concerning privacy in the digital age and I am 

looking forward to the conference. 

 

Background: 

The right to privacy is listed as a basic human right in the United Nations 

“Universal Declaration of Human Rights”. However, it has been under attack due to 

recent developments in the digital age. The digital age spans from the creation of the first 

home computer in the 1970s and the subsequent technical advancements made. Since 

then, much of our daily lives have revolved around technology and the internet. However, 
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an issue of growing importance, is exactly how much information we leave on the 

internet, and whether or not that information is kept private. There are ways in which we 

can feel like we are protecting ourselves, like turning off location tracking or going on 

privacy mode. But a lot of data that exists on us, cannot be protected. In fact, each and 

every time somebody clicks ‘agree’ in the Terms of Service for a platform or website, 

you allow those companies access to any and all information you provide to them. In a 

2017 survey, it was estimated that only 14% of people actually read any amount of the 

terms of service for a website. Sometimes companies will then use this information to sell 

to another company, usually for advertising. This includes information such as age, 

birthdate, profile pictures, height, weight, and main interests. The recent Facebook-

Cambridge Analytica Scandal of early 2018, is a prime example of this. The major 

company, Facebook, sold personal information of 50 million of its users to Cambridge 

Analytica, a data analysis company. This information was then used in the 2016 U.S. 

presidential election campaign, showing how targeted advertisement can even effect 

political positions. In December 2018, a Chinese information leak occurred. It involved 

over 200,000,000 people’s resume information, which included mobile phone number 

work experience, children, and literacy level. The people responsible for the data storage 

still remains anonymous. Fortunately, these companies’ actions were noticed, and it 

allowed for proper discussion to be held on the topic. However, this goes to show that 

there could be many companies who do this whose actions go unnoticed. 

 The United Nations has made quite a few attempts to address the issue on the 

international level. In A/HRC/RES/34/7, a UNHRC resolution passed in July 2017, 

specifics on defining principles, promotion and protection of this basic right, and the 

responsibilities held by businesses when exposing private information. Also, back in 

December 2013, the UN General Assembly passed resolutions 68/167, which discusses 

the impact surveillance and third-party presence in personal communication can have on 

people. In November of 2016, the UN General Assembly’s Third Committee for Social, 

Humanitarian & Cultural Issues passed a new resolution that considers holding an 

international workshop of third party professionals on the topic. The previous actions 

show to citizens that the United Nations does see the concern with personal privacy in the 

digital age. It proves that the UN does care, but also that no strict measures have been 

made for nations to follow. It is up to the delegates before committee to decide whether 

or not a mandate like that is necessary.  

 

Possible Solutions: 

 Solving the breach of privacy rights in the midst of the digital age will be a 

daunting task, and one that requires action from many different directions and methods. 

The chair understands how difficult it might be to solve this issue, but we encourage 

delegates to really focus on research and come up with creative and effective solutions 

that line up with country policy. Just as important, however, will be a delegate’s ability to 

cooperate with other nations and collaborate to create solutions which may be passed in a 

resolution. I hope the solutions provided below can help delegates think of their own 

proposed solutions. Also, note that simply because a similar solution is mentioned below, 

does not mean a delegate may not come up with a solution of the same realm. Creativity 

is appreciated, but this often also comes through in delegate’s details too! Please use 

these suggestions as a building block. 
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 Firstly, an always effective solution will be to create an international definition 

for concepts often discussed in regard to the topic. This is because it allows for a standard 

among all nations, which provides a more streamlined process in discussion. Some of 

these concepts include “digital privacy”, “personal data”, “internet rights”, and “invasion 

of privacy online”. Responsibility for creation of the definitions may lie with many of the 

UN bodies or even a sovereign nation, but the UNHRC would be a great option seeing as 

digital rights are another human right. Another option could be regional bodies if the 

country policy of a specific region requires alteration due to personal beliefs (ex. The 

MENA region is often difficult to apply western strictures to). 

 Another possible solution would be to require that nations and governments have 

a specific standard for digital privacy and the information which they can store. This is an 

issue because disk storage has gotten so cheap, storing citizens information poses no 

cons. Additionally, although the UN cannot enforce, we can encourage nations to provide 

stricter punishments for hackers or companies who steal or sell this personal information. 

In order to enact this, nations will require an incentive. I call on delegates to come up 

with an effective and creative way to incentivize nations to participate. 

 As well, it could be helpful to require large companies such as Facebook and 

Yahoo, who have had information breaches in the past, to provide extensive reports on 

the collected information of users. This will increase transparency and could be 

implemented as a standard for operation in specific nations. These reports will explicitly 

state what information is stored within databases and whether this information has been 

transferred or given anywhere. Every nation has companies who have had information 

breach leaks and so this solution could be utilized not only for major western companies. 

It is recommended that delegates think of what this standard could be, how it would be 

decided upon, and how it can be put into place in regard to punishment. 

 Lastly, education and awareness campaigns are possible solution delegates can 

provide. These are not considered the most effective or ‘strong’ solutions and the chair 

recommends that these not be the core for all the solutions of a delegate, but they are 

undoubtedly important to mention. This is simply because many people are simply not 

aware that their privacy is being breached and not taught on what preventative measure 

could be made. It is up to delegates to describe the ways in which they want to implement 

campaign, but it is always useful to work with NGOs since they are already developed. 

Some NGOs include Privacy International, Privatera, The European Digital Right 

Initiative, and the American Civil Liberties Union. 

 

Questions to consider:  

 

The questions listed below are for your consideration. They will not be directly asked in 

committee but are provided to help you think effectively when coming up with solutions. 

 

1. What is your country policy? Has your nation taken any actions to protect the 

privacy of their citizens? 

2. Has your country had any issues in the past in regards to online privacy? 

3. Are there any laws protecting digital privacy in your country? 

4. Does your government track citizens in a way that imposes on their privacy? 
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5. What can the United Nations do in order to maintain people’s privacy without 

imposing on sovereignty? 

6. What are the reasons why people or governments want to take information from 

citizens? What motivates their breach of privacy? 

7. Do the religious or personal beliefs of nations effect what is blocked or 

punishable to search on the internet? 

8. Is there a standard level of privacy that all people deserve on the internet? 

9. What are the downfalls or negative effects that can come from increasing the 

privacy of citizens on the internet? 

10. Is there actually a benefit to tracking citizens? Does invading privacy provide a 

safer environment for citizens? 
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