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Hello! My name is Bridget Hayden and I will be your chair at SOCOMUN this year. I’m 

a senior at Santa Margarita, and this is my fourth year in MUN. I thoroughly enjoy MUN and all 

of the world problems it allows me to become aware of. MUN has also granted me the fun 

opportunity of traveling to the BMUN conference at University of California Berkley my 

sophomore year. I will also be travelling to Prague, Czech Republic for an MUN conference in 

January of this schoolyear. Outside of MUN I am on the Varsity Golf Team at SMCHS and love 

hanging out with friends and family. I cannot wait to meet all of you at this conference!  

 

Hello, I am John Rupp and I will be your vice-chair for the SOCOMUN conference. I am 

currently a sophomore in MUN, and I personally like MUN because it teaches a lot about current 

world problems, as well as it helps with public speaking. I believe that the program pushes for 

teamwork and is a great opportunity to learn more about current events.  

 

Hi, my name is Ashley Prentice and I’m so excited to be your secretary for SOCOMUN! 

I am currently a sophomore and I have loved participating in MUN for the past two years I’ve 

been at SMCHS. I’m so excited to be attending Berkeley MUN in the spring as well! I have 

gotten to debate so many different topics and have helped develop some incredible resolutions 

over the conferences I’ve attended. I love MUN because of all the interesting and exciting 

solutions I’ve found to some pretty difficult topics, and there isn’t ever a time where I don’t learn 

something new. MUN has made me a much better public speaker and researcher, skills that will 

surely follow me into college and beyond.  

 

We hope that SOCOMUN will be an amazing and educational experience for all of you! 

We will begin with substantive debate, in which delegates give speeches regarding their 

solutions on the topic. In order for delegates to discuss their solutions in more depth, they can 

motion for a caucus, during which they can interact with other delegates to discuss solutions 

which can then be implemented in resolutions. It is important to understand your country’s 

policy on the topic, as well as the topic itself! If you have any questions, do not hesitate to email 

us at socomunnotg@gmail.com We look forward to meeting all of you, and best of luck!  
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E4JMUN Resources from the UNODC 

 

The UNODC has provided some great resources for students involved with Model United 

Nations.  

 

https://www.unodc.org/e4j/mun/crime-prevention/cybercrime.html - Information about 

Cybercrime and combatting cybercrime. Also information about cybercrime and the sustainable 

development goals.  

 

https://www.unodc.org/e4j/mun/resources/cybercrime.html - Looks like the other link but scroll 

down and you will see some links to additional resources. The Study on the Effects of New 

Information Technologies on the Abuse and Exploitation of Children would be beneficial to look 

at. (You might want to Ctrl + F search for cyberbullying because it is a lengthy report)  

 

Background: 

 

 Cyberbullying is a prevalent issue in our society today. Cyberbullying as defined by the 

UNODC is, “the use of Information and communication technology (ICTs) to harm a victim or 

victims in deliberate, repeated, and hostile ways.” Some ways that people cyberbully today is 

through the use of cell phones, the Internet, or other devices to use text messages or images to 

intentionally hurt another person. Some methods of cyberbullying can include, threats, sexual 

harassment, spreading lies, and damaging a reputation. Many people find cyberbullying as an 

easy way out because it can be anonymous, and you are not confronting the victim face to face. 

While cyberbullying can become apparent through mediated communication at school, it usually 

occurs outside of school when the cyberbully feels they will not get caught. Not many countries 

have legal systems that address cyberbullying. Although some have put laws in place that that 

state that invasion of privacy is a criminal offense. With the higher rates in child suicide many 

countries are beginning to link that to cyberbullying and believe we need to put an end to this. 

Cyberbullying can occur in different countries and victims may be located in different regions. 

This makes it hard for a victim to stand up to the bully and this is why there needs to be an 

international response. 

  

On September 18, 2011, Jamey Rodemeyer committed suicide due to cyberbullying. He 

was constantly bullied throughout middle school because he was gay. He wanted to take a stand, 

and this is why he started a YouTube channel to help people get through similar situations he 

was in. He also made a video about the “It Gets Better Project” which was a website dedicated to 

stopping teenage suicide. After his death many celebrities, such as Lady Gaga began to take a 

stand. They met with President Barack Obama to help prevent bullying in schools. In a 2016 

Microsoft research study about adults and teens in 14 countries, it was proven that 65% of them 

had been victims of cyberbullying. This study also proved that young people are more exposed to 

cyberbullying due to their high levels of interaction online. Out of these young people, white 

males are more likely to be rude on the internet than girls. The first time any nations took part in 

creating a global campaign to face cyberbullying was during the International Symposium on 

School Violence and Bully, which was organized by UNESCO and the Institute of School 

Violence Prevention. As a result of this meeting, a multi-stakeholder meeting took place between 

March 26-27 in 2017 in London to expand on the creation of a global campaign to address 

https://www.unodc.org/e4j/mun/crime-prevention/cybercrime.html
https://www.unodc.org/e4j/mun/resources/cybercrime.html
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cyberbullying. During this meeting nations discussed how young people are most affected by 

online violence and how a global campaign needs to come into action soon. The nations also 

discussed how a national education sector needs to get involved to prevent this cyberbully in 

schools. This would be done through the 4th United Nations Sustainable Development Goal for 

Quality Education. An organization named “The End to Cyber Bullying” (ETCB) has a mission 

designed to “combat cyberbullying in this modern age.” They plan to raise awareness about this 

issue and educate people in school about how harmful cyberbullying really is. On April 17, 2019 

the Governor of Maryland, Larry Hogan, signed a bill updating the cyberbullying law. This bill 

will allow for authorities to have more freedom in condemning bullies of hate crime and 

cyberbullying. Hogan had decided to name the bill, “Grace’s Law 2.0,” after Grace McComas of 

Howard County who committed suicide due to online bullying from a peer. It includes a $500 

fine and up to one-year jail time for cyberbullying and includes a $10,000 if the victim commits 

suicide. This is an example of how we are coming together to solve this issue and making small 

steps toward the future.  

 

 

Possible Solutions: 

 

The following are possible solutions to guide you that may be effective in combating 

cyberbullying, however, it is imperative that you come up with your own solutions and 

collaborate with delegates to make a coherent resolution to this issue. Lastly, make sure that your 

country policy aligns with the solutions you present.  

Cyberbullying has been an ongoing struggle at many schools. Kids feel insecure and start 

to lash out at school due to bullying. Parents are insisting that the school gets more involved in 

trying to solve this issue. Many school shootings have occurred due to this issue and this is why 

we need a solution now. First, it is imperative that parents monitor their children’s devices. 

Parents understand their children and do not want to see their child get hurt or bullied. A parent 

can tell when their child is feeling down, but a teacher is not always going to be able to tell when 

a child is being bullied. By creating an app that can monitor the child’s apps and what they are 

posting/commenting a parent will be able to make sure that their child is not a victim of 

cyberbullying or bullying other children. 

 

Next, we need to implement and education program about cyberbullying. This program 

would visit every school and discuss the dangers that cyberbullying carries. This way the 

teachers can become more aware when they see a child is feeling down and try to tackle this 

issue before it turns into something bigger. The children can also see how harmful their words 

really are to other students and realize that they need to stop. 

 

Lastly, there needs to be guidelines created by the United Nations about cyberbullying. 

Nations would discuss security measure they can take to ensure that information is kept private 

and not shared throughout the world. This guideline could also highlight how there needs to be 

more security in protecting a person’s files and how we can also prevent hacking that may lead 

to someone getting cyberbullied.  
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Questions to Consider: 

 

The following questions are a outline for how you should conduct your research, but do not need 

to be specifically answered at the conference.  

 

1. Is your country very involved in this issue? If not, is your country doing anything to prevent 

cyberbullying? 

 

2. Does your country support an active approach to cyberbullying? 

 

3. What actions can the United Nations take to downscale cyberbullying? 

 

4. Has your country had any serious cyberbullying attacks? If so, how did they deal with them? 

 

5. What effects could cyberbullying have on your country’s economy and well-being? 

 

6. Would your country implement any non-governmental agencies to help combat 

cyberbullying? 

 

7. How could a country who does not want to take action against cyberbullying be persuaded to 

change their mind? 

 

8. What international mandates must be put into action to avoid more deaths from cyberbullying? 
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