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Stateless Person

	Hello, my name is Sofia Sallee. I will be your chair at this upcoming SOCOMUN this year! I am a Senior at SMCHS, and this is my fourth year participating in the MUN. I am so glad that I have been participating for the past four year because MUN has strengthened my skills of problem solving in general and for current world issues, public speaking, flexibility, leadership, cooperativeness, and many other skills as well! I have definitely grown as individual and believe that participating in MUN was a curricular that helped form me as a person throughout high school. Specifically, I enjoy debating topics related to DISEC, IAEA, and Human Rights, and topics pertaining to country and citizen disputes. I have participated in many local southern California conferences as well as invitational conferences to UC Berkeley and UPENN.  Besides participating in MUN, I am part of the Girls Varsity Golf team here at SMCHS and am a Co-Founder and Co-President of the Blankets of Courage Club where we donate blankets to children in hospitals and other organizations. 

I wish the best experience for you all here at SOCOMUN, and I am positive that it will be a fun, engaging, educational, and positive experience for you! Hopefully after this conference, you will be encouraged to continue MUN. When the conference begins, delegates will motion to debate, which is when delegates will typically give a one to two minute speech regarding the proposed solutions that fit within their country policies. After debating, delegates will be encouraged to motion for an unmoderated caucus, where they can personally interact with other delegates about solutions for the topic. Delegates are encouraged to begin forming resolution groups and become sponsors of one resolution group. Within the resolution group, delegates will be writing a resolution paper with the proposed solutions to the topic, and later, will be submitted to the Chair and be presented to the entire committee. After presentation of all the resolution papers, the committee will vote on resolutions to see if they should pass, which should be towards the end of our committee meeting. One of the most crucial things to have prepared for the conference is to make sure that you understand topic as well as your country’s policy on the topic. If you have any questions, feel free to email me at socomunnotc@gmail.com. I wish you all the best of luck preparing for the conference as well as attending the conference, and look forward to meeting you all!

Background:

Statelessness is the term for an individual who is not considered a citizen in any nation, they are therefore stateless. There are multiple reasons that determine why an individual does not belong to a nation. It is important to belong to a nation because it defines and individual’s being, and it provides an allegiance for such a person. Nations typically provide benefits for their citizens and usually require you to be a citizen or resident of that country in order to remain in that nation. Typical rights of a citizen for a country are the right to vote, freedom, apply for a job, utilize government funded programs (i.e. education, public healthcare, public organizations), own property, anything needed to be legally approved, etc. It is important to be a citizen of at least one nation, because if an individual is not, they will not receive rights from any nation and will not have any protection from a nation as well. Most individuals are assumed citizenship within the country they are born in or based on the nationality of their parents. That being said, there are multiple ways for an individual to become stateless. Statelessness can occur when there are laws within a country that are poorly written, and do not cover all scenarios with individuals and that may exclude unique individuals when they are born or when they move to that nation. Individuals that leave the nation of their birthplace and immigrate to a different country may not be allowed to integrate within a certain country, due to their restrictions on nationalities, races, genders, and ethnicities. For example, there are twenty-seven countries which do not allow women to impart their nationality. Statelessness may also occur when an individual will have left their own country for a while, and based off of modernization or updates to the law and the time that had been passed, citizens may not be able to return. This is a typical issue especially when a harmful event occurs in a country, forcing most citizens to leave, and therefore, attempting to find a place for refuge, but not being able to become a citizen of a new country or return to their originating state. However, without belonging to a state or nation, an individual is still entitled to all basic and civil human rights. Whether human rights are included or unincluded within certain nations’ laws, the United Nations recognizes that all individuals must be given natural rights. 

The United Nations established a body that pertains to this issue, the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHCR). This council is focused on the lives of individuals, and their well-being. The UNHCR has been highly involved in topics pertaining to Stateless people such as those seeking refuge in foreign countries, as well as preventing statelessness, solving statelessness, etc. The UNHCR has four different activities that they cover when dealing with statelessness: Identification, Prevention, Reduction, and Protection. These activities have worked in order to help those individuals who are considered stateless. Since 1961, the UNHCR has been called to help reduce the statelessness issue at hand.

It is important to understand the position of the delegate’s nation that they are representing. Delegates are encouraged to know their nation’s rights of citizenship, and therefore apply constructive resolutions that will help resolve the issue at hand. 


Possible Solutions:

Statelessness is not an easy issue to fix, and requires unique resolutions to solve the issue at hand. The best way to propose resolutions is to target the major overarching issues with the best possible solutions that will follow your country’s policy. Also, keep in mind, that funding will not be an issue for this committee since it is the responsibility of the Fifth Committee and the World Bank. Delegates are suggested to focus on constructive solutions that will target the issue as a whole. Solutions for related subjects on this topic are also encouraged. Utilizing the UNHCR and integrating it into your resolutions is highly recommended as well. One of the most important things is to always stay on country policy, therefore, providing solutions that will not go against your country’s moral values. However, in certain cases that a country is isolated from certain ideas and morals, compensations can be made between countries if it is in that isolated country’s best interest to stretch their country policies, however, remain as close to their country policies as possible. 
Solutions that can be proposed are:
 The delegate evaluates the countries with the highest amount of displaced persons. Regional nations surrounding those heavily populated statelessness nations may work together with the heavily populated nations to provide the stateless people with human rights. The big five countries can be worth considered integrating or not integrating into this situation as well. Consider other ways of integrating the stateless individuals into the foreign nation that they are within. Integration of a stateless individual is key because they have no nation that they are a member of, therefore, not receiving any rights or laws. Delegates can suggest laws that grant all citizens international human rights, or suggest specifies laws that countries should implement to support past, current, and future statelessness individuals. Also, consider the accessibility of receiving a citizenship in the foreign country or from the originating country of the stateless individual. Programs can be established or improvements to the UNHRC are encouraged as well. All other creative and composed solutions are highly encouraged as well! These are to help inspire you and give you a jumpstart to your solutions, these are not meant to be your only resolutions, and make your solutions personalized and also making sure it supports your country policy as well!

Questions to consider: 
The questions below are only to guide you throughout your research and experience at the conference. 

1. What are the rules of citizenship in your country, how are they in comparison to other countries?
2. What organizations have successfully contributed to minimizing the issue at hand? What organizations have failed to help the situation at hand? What can your country do to help strengthen a coexisting organization to help minimize conflict as well?
3. Specifically, what has the UNHCR done successfully? What can your nation do to help them become more successful?
4. Target what has influenced statelessness the most? What certain measures can be done to prevent statelessness by reducing the highest influence of statelessness?
5. Does your country lean closer towards their own laws for citizens or do they support international law of human rights? If not, what can be done in order to protect a stateless person’s human rights within your country? 
6. What short term solutions can be implemented versus long term solutions?
7. What can your country do to bring awareness to this topic? What is the importance of bringing awareness to this topic?
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