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Freshman #7
Alternative Energy Sources

	Hello delegates, my name is Macy Lustig and I will be one of your co-chairs for your SOCOMUN committee this year. Currently, I am a junior at Santa Margarita and have been in MUN going on three years.  MUN has helped me with so many great things going into high school, including helping me make great friends from many different schools, improving my public speaking skills, as well as creating tools that I will need later in life such as know how to work together in large groups easily.  Furthermore, by joining the MUN program, I have had many great opportunities that I would not find elsewhere in high school such as travelling to Georgetown.  This year, I am also attending a prestigious conference with my MUN program in London, England.  At MUN, I particularly enjoy the committees focused on protecting the environment from harm as well as providing rights and resources for all people around the world.  I truly believe that by starting with these fundamental issues, even in Model UN, we will be able to make a drastic change for the better for the future generations.  Outside of MUN, I participate in Track and Field, numerous clubs, as well as ASB at SM.
	SOCOMUN is a great conference where all freshman and first year MUN students come to learn about the great program.  This conference is meant to help guide the delegates through the amazing, yet rigorous process of MUN to make sure it is thoroughly understood.  The committee will start with the delegates giving speeches about their solutions on how to spread affordable and clean energy throughout the world.  During the process of letting all of the delegates have a chance to speak, there will be informal meeting, called caucuses where all of the representatives will be able to come together to discuss their solutions and form papers called resolutions.  To fully participate as a delegate, it is strongly encouraged that all delegated take the stance that the country they are representing has on the topic, along with understanding what affordable and clean energy is alone.  I completely understand that MUN is a different and new program for many, so please do not hesitate to contact me at, socomunfresh7@gmail.com.  I look forward to meeting all of you!

Background:

	Alternative energy is an energy source which provides the necessary energy that is needed while holding back the negative effects that energy sources, such as fossils fuels, have on the environment.  Fossil fuels, which are coal, oil and natural gas, are harmful forms of energy which release an excess amount of carbon into the atmosphere, which eventually leads to global warming which effects the health of humans, the environment, as well as the climate negatively.  There are numerous different types of alternative energy sources to combat these global effects that can be used around the world for things such as house, car, and factory power that is necessary in the modernized world.  Some common forms of the alternative energy include solar, hydroelectric, wind, as well as biomass energy.  Another type of clean and affordable energy is nuclear energy.  A pencil eraser is the size of the amount of nuclear energy necessary to match almost 150 gallons of oil.  This type of energy is obviously extremely powerful, however, there are many safety risks that come along with it including implementing it carefully into a society. Through these different resources, humans will eventually be have the ability to reduce the carbon footprint that is left behind on the earth.  Even though these energy sources may seem like an obvious choice to implement to take the place of other damaging forms of energy, it is an extremely challenging process.  For example, fossil fuels are a much more accessible and easy form of energy in the short term for many places around the world.  Because of this, many do not see the lasting effects that this has on the planet and opt for this harmful, and diminishing energy.  Further, many developing countries have a difficult time creating a new energy infrastructure, seeing that it would be required for them to disperse of their existing one.  Also, many counties may have difficulties investing in renewable energy sources due to a company’s monopoly on the energy sources in the area reducing the likelihood of the government to implement this clean energy.  Finally, one deficit facing the implementation of these clean energy sources in the lack of the ability to operate the machines in developing nations.  While still considering all of these challenges that the international community faces, it is still adamant that countries around the world consider the lasting positive effects that this clean energy has, while understanding the various challenges that the different terrain and infrastructure that different countries may have.
	  

Possible Solutions:

	While the solutions that are provided are important and necessary towards creating a world with renewable and clean energy, it is still necessary for the delegate to create plausible, creative solutions in order to be the best represented possible.  Through building upon and creating new solutions in addition these to combat the issue of fossil fuels on the environment, delegates in this committee will be able to stand out in committee as well as work collaboratively with other delegates during the conference.  It is also important that while creating the solutions that the delegates understand the position of the country they are representing on this topic.  Finally, it is not necessary for delegates to focus on the monetary aspect of creating these energy sources because it will be addressed later in the World Bank and Fifth Committee.
	One solution that should be focused on in committee is the implementation of territory specific alternative energy sources that are affordable for developing countries.  One way that this can be accomplished is by working together with regional NGO’s, such as REA, or Renewable Energy Agency, in order to insure the accessibility to the clean energy for all.  These NGOs would work together with UN representatives to raise funding, work with governments, and eventually create the affordable energy plants in the global community.
	Another solution that should be focused on during this conference is the educational aspect for the international community in order for these people to understand the effects that the fossil fuels have on the earth.  Some ways that education can be spread globally is through social media, television, as well as in person seminars.  With this education comes awareness for the problem at hand.  These educational platforms also would have the ability to serve as training for people to learn how to use this renewable energy in the most efficient way and also build the infrastructure for this specifically.  Delegates need to be sure to understand the areas where this energy is needed most urgently and use this information to direct their solutions.
	Another possible solution that should be focused on during this conference is the implementation of nuclear power plants along with the benefits and risks that go along with them.  In order to be a prepared delegate, solutions are needed that are well planned and creative.  With solutions like these, the solution to the accessibility to affordable and clean energy will become apparent.
	
Questions to consider: 

The following questions are provided for you to consider as you research, but are not necessary to explicitly answer at the conference. 

1. Regarding the issue, what is your country policy?  Does your country have the ability to implement these alternative and clean energy sources in your country? 
2. How can the United Nations help developing countries with the task of converting to clean energy? 
3. Has your country taken any strides towards creating a cleaner future with this energy? 
4. What types of alternative energy does your country believe would be best fit for the terrain that is in your country? 
5.  Are there any bodies or organizations, such as non-government organizations (NGOs) that would be helpful for the dispersion and training that would be necessary to move forward with the alternative energy devices? 
6. Should the use of clean energy become an international standard?  Does your country believe that it is important to implement this energy? 
7. How will your country help other countries with this issue, seeing that the fossil fuels are diminishing and are extremely harmful for the environment? 
8. Does your country believe that education and training about the effects and benefits of clean energy is necessary?
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