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Hi, my name is Sierra Breit and I will be one of your co-chairs for this awesome 

committee! I am a Junior this year at SM and I am so excited for this conference. This is my 

third year in the MUN program, and I have won various awards and have done many topics. I 

have had the opportunity to go to Santa Barbara with the MUN program and will be going to 

London this coming October. I have really enjoyed MUN throughout my years at SM and I hope 

to spread this enjoyment to all of you! I am currently apart of the basketball program at SM. 

Some hobbies of mine include surfing, scuba diving, and watching Netflix. I hope during this 

conference I can help all of you grow in your MUN journey! 

Hello, my name is David Vera. I’m a senior here at SM and I will be your vice-chair here 

at SOCOMUN. I’ve participated in MUN since my freshman year in high school and I love it. 

MUN has been an opportunity for me to widen my knowledge of economic and political issues. 

In addition, MUN has increased my confidence in public speaking. I’ve won various awards at 

the many conferences I’ve attended during my four years in MUN. I’ve really enjoyed MUN and 

it has helped me improve my communication and speaking skills. I look forward to meeting you 

all and hearing your solutions. Outside of MUN, I play baseball at SM and enjoy going to the 

beach and hanging out with my friends.  

My name is Leyton Breese, and I’ve participated in MUN since 6th grade, having won 

two high school awards so far. My favorite conferences are historical, and especially crisis 

committees that allow delegates to take actions and affect the situation. I’ve been to UCB for a 

conference as a member of FARC negotiating with Columbia, and a Cuban Missile Crisis 

committee as RFK. MUN is a great opportunity to expand your knowledge and learn about the 

events that influence our world, while public speaking and working with others. 

This conference is designed to help you learn how the MUN program is run at most 

conferences and will provide you with the opportunity to grow and get better during the 

conference. When committee starts, we will begin with speeches. These speeches will focus 

mainly on country position but most importantly solutions. Background will not need to be 

added into your speech because each delegate should have thoroughly researched the topic 

beforehand. After a couple speeches it would be recommended to move into either formal or 

informal caucus. A formal caucus is when a delegate motions for a specific topic to be discussed 

for a limited amount of time in the style of a speech. A informal caucus is a limited time where 

delegates will discuss their solutions with other delegates and form resolution groups. After 

completing at least one maybe two speakers lists, we will have resolution groups turn in their 

working papers and present them. 1/3 of the resolution group may go up to do this and the 

committee will vote to pass or not pass the resolution. If you have any further questions, please 

email socomunfresh4@gmail.com. We can’t wait to see you all in committee! 
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Background: 

 Girls getting equal access to education is more than just getting girls into school. It is also 

about providing a safe environment for girls and to ensuring that they receive the same level of 

education that boys receive. Equal access to education for girls has been a major issue since the 

creation of public schools in the 17th century. Education wasn’t offered to girls on the basis of 

the stereotype they were meant to stay in the house and cook, clean, and take care of the 

children. This bias still exists today therefore arising the issue of unequal access to education. 

Although many countries now properly educate women, some countries still do not provide easy 

access to education for girls. Some countries where it is hardest to go to school for girls are 

Somalia, Niger, Liberia, Mali, and many more. In many countries’ girls are 1.5 times more likely 

to be excluded from school than boys. This means that almost 15 million girls will never be able 

to go to school compared to 10 million boys. Economies are also greatly affected by unequal 

access to education. Some countries lose up to 1 billion US dollars due to failing to provide equal 

education to girls and capital wealth for human could raise almost 22% if countries were to 

provide equal education. The main reasons girls do not receive equal education is poverty, 

conflict, and stereotypes. Many young girls living in developing countries are live in high 

condition of poverty and many problems on education arise from this. Schools in rural and 

developing areas are likely far away from where most of these girls live and they would have to 

travel on unsafe roads to get to school. This safety issue relates to the problem of gender-based 

bias. Girls are often faced with violence in their travels to/from school. This violence includes 

assault, sexual harassment, and abduction. Gender stereotypes also plays an impactful role on 

girls’ education. Girls are often told to practice domestic and care responsibilities and that they 

are to rely on men to bring money into the household. These social biases often result in girls 

being left out of school and laws in policies being formed that support child marriage and 

excluding pregnant girls/mothers from receiving education. 

 The UN and its member states are very aware of the issue at hand and have been 

continuously working towards solving it. One specific document that mentions equal education 

for girls in the Programme of Action on Population and Development. This document mentioned 

women’s right to education and how these women were to receive education no matter the 

circumstance. The next year in 1995 the Fourth World Conference on Women occurred. One 

issue brought up during this conference was the high number of women that were illiterate and 

how to fix this issue. There is also a UN run organization called the United Nations Girls’ 

Education Initiative which works towards accelerating girls’ education and promotes changes in 

country policies to increase access to education for girls. The SDG’s promoted by the UN have 

also highlighted specific goals for increasing access to education for girls. This SDG wants to 

ensure that girls and boys have equal education and that every person has at least a minimum 

proficiency level in reading and math. They also want to ensure that all persons, not only girls, 

have access to university or at least vocational and tertiary education. This SDG also want to 

increase the amount of youth that have relevant skills that they can use in the workforce. Finally, 

the main point of this SDG is to decrease and ultimately eliminate gender disparities not only in 

education but the workforce and daily life. This would include not only decreasing these 

disparities by gender but by wealth and race also.  
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Possible Solutions: 

 This section will provide numerous different solutions that could be used to solve this 

issue. However, we encourage you to fight dive into research and find more innovated solutions 

that will go further in depth with this topic. Delegates should cover all aspects of equal education 

for girls not only just getting them into school. Delegates are to follow their country policies 

while creating solutions. Delegates will not have to worry about mentioning about funding in 

their solutions because any solutions and resolutions passed are assumed to be paid by the UN. 

 One problem that restricts girls from receiving education is gender-based violence. 

Violence not only plagues schools through methods such as bullying, but violence also shows 

itself through harassment and assault during travels to school. In many rural areas girls have to 

walk to school and the can face lots of violence during their travels. These girls might face verbal 

and vesical abuse, sexual harassment, and even abduction during their journey. One way we can 

solve this issue is increasing STS’s in rural areas and developing countries. STS’s are school 

transportation systems. These systems would provide safe methods of transportation for all 

students and would decrease harassment and threat of abduction for girls on their way to school. 

However, it is necessary to take into account that many rural and developing areas might not 

have proper roads where these STS’s can travel. However, it would be beneficial to still take 

these systems into consideration because they can greatly girls’ safety.  

 Another major issue that impedes girls’ education is policies and laws that constrict the 

access to education. This includes laws that prevent pregnant women and mothers to receive 

basic or further levels of education. This is due to the stereotypes and bias against women stating 

that they should only be in the house doing domestic duties rather than receiving a education. 

The laws that allow child marriage in some countries are also a major factor in girls not receiving 

equal education. Each of the member states would have to adhere its laws and policies to prevent 

these things and if they were to do this it would play a major role in increasing girls in education. 

 Currently there is a NGO named Girl Up that works with the United Nations to ensure 

that every girl has proper access to quality education and complete schooling. This Ngo works 

with several Un organization such as UNICEF, WHO, ILO, UNESCO, UN WOMEN, and 

UNHCR to provide girls with a chance for education, social and economic opportunities, life free 

from violence, and healthcare. They work with numerous countries such as Ethiopia, Guatemala, 

Liberia, Malawi, and India. In these countries they try to increase the number of girls getting 

educated and how to keep them in school.  

 Remember your solutions are meant to be specific to a certain aspect of increasing access 

to education for girls and that they should contain specific details. I am sure that all of your will 

create insightful solutions pertaining to this topic!  
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Questions to Consider: 

 

Note that these questions are provided for you to use and consider while doing research and do 

not have to be solved and answered at the conference. 

 

1. What can the United Nations further do to stop violence against girls regarding 

education? More specifically, how can the United Nations do to stop violence against 

women while travelling to/from school? 

2. What are your country’s policies on this issue? Has your country tried to increase 

education for girls in the past? What can your country now do to increase education for 

girls? 

3. How should the United Nations ensure that girls are receiving proper and equal 

education? 

4. What issue currently prevent girls in both developed and developing nations from going 

to school? How can we fix these issues? 

5. Are there any NGO’s or organizations that can be used in solving this issue? If s, what 

are they and what do they do to help? 

6. How can nations ensure that discrimination on the basis of not only gender but race and 

religion decreases and eventually stops? 

7. How can countries change the social norms and stereotypes that prevent girls from 

receiving proper and equal education in their country? 

8. How can the UN provide education for girls living in rural areas or areas of extreme 

poverty?  
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SDG #4 Targets: 

4.1 By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys complete free, equitable and quality primary and 

secondary education leading to relevant and Goal-4 effective learning outcomes 

4.2 By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood development, 

care and preprimary education so that they are ready for primary education 

4.3 By 2030, ensure equal access for all women and men to affordable and quality technical, 

vocational and tertiary education, including university 

4.4 By 2030, substantially increase the number of youth and adults who have relevant skills, 

including technical and vocational skills, for employment, decent jobs and entrepreneurship 

4.5 By 2030, eliminate gender disparities in education and ensure equal access to all levels of 

education and vocational training for the vulnerable, including persons with disabilities, 

indigenous peoples and children in vulnerable situations 

4.6 By 2030, ensure that all youth and a substantial proportion of adults, both men and women, 

achieve literacy and numeracy 

4.7 By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to promote 

sustainable development, including, among others, through education for sustainable 

development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, promotion of a culture of 

peace and non-violence, global citizenship and appreciation of cultural diversity and of culture’s 

contribution to sustainable development 

4.A Build and upgrade education facilities that are child, disability and gender sensitive and 

provide safe, nonviolent, inclusive and effective learning environments for all 

4.B By 2020, substantially expand globally the number of scholarships available to developing 

countries, in particular least developed countries, small island developing States and African 

countries, for enrolment in higher education, including vocational training and information and 

communications technology, technical, engineering and scientific programmes, in developed 

countries and other developing countries 

4.C By 2030, substantially increase the supply of qualified teachers, including through 

international cooperation for teacher training in developing countries, especially least developed 

countries and small island developing states 
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the world for women. One of them being, launching an adult literacy center for women. This 

campaign is very important, because volunteers or other community members spend multiple 
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hours daily teaching the village women. It explains that they teach the women English, Urdu, 

math, and many other subjects. This is an important topic that World Vision is trying to tackle, 

especially in smaller countries. Also, it provides assistance to everything on a global level, 

because women are being more able to do better jobs.  
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girls, and the universal benefit of suppressing poverty. The Guardian article is valuable because 
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background on the issues girls’ face, especially on how single-motherhood has economic 
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In this Forbes article, Vikas Pota describes high-tech solutions to problems facing girls in 

education, such as utilizing Skype, as well as data concerning the scope of the issue. This source 

is exceptionally in depth, discussing possible solutions in length and detail. The person 

interviewed has experience in education, further validating this as a trustworthy source. The 

source would be the most helpful in producing solutions, as a unique many proposed. These 

solutions would make any resolution more modern, and include tech to find a new approach to 

the issue. 
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This article talks about the important facts about the gender inequalities across the world. 

It also vividly explains how there are many positive results from sending women to school. 

Although many people already know that an education is very important, this article lists why a 

woman might not feel comfortable or not be able to go to school. Despite this, many schools 

provide effects such as reducing the mortality rate, and poverty levels. This is important to keep 

in mind, when finding solutions to this global issue. The delegates must focus of solving 

women's education but know that poverty is also a factor. 

 

“Women and Girls.” Right to Education Initiative, www.right-to-education.org/girlswomen. 

 

This article discusses not only the inequality women globally are facing, but also how 

women are affected after they finish their educations. It says that even though there are laws put 

http://www.theguardian.com/global-development-
http://www.forbes.com/sites/mfonobongnsehe/2019/03/22/how-to-innovate-education-in-
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in place by countries in hopes of breaking the discrimination barriers, they are broken daily. 

There are many contributors to gender inequality for women discussed, such as poverty, social 

status, and ethnicity.  While tackling this issue in committee, the delegates must be aware of how 

women are treated after they receive an education. Delegates must remember the gender gap 

causes unequal pay, representation, and rights. 

 

http://www.ungei.org/resources/files/GEM_Report_Gender_Review_2018(1).pdf 

 

This is a very informational document, provided by the United Nations, which discusses 

all the aspects of gender inequality in education. Through providing tables and graphs, the reader 

is informed about the number of people being educated and in which subjects. This is important 

to consider, because many women being educated might not be achieving the highest degrees as 

men are. The delegates must decide whether the type of educated a female is receiving is equal to 

males. Or, if it is more important to try to educate all females, despite how influential the 

education they are receiving is. 

 

“Equal Access to a Quality Education.” IDRA, www.idra.org/resource-center/equal-access-to-a- 

quality-education/. 

 

This source is a keynote speech from the president of the Intercultural Development 

Research Association, and it mainly discusses the financial deficits that countries are having 

from not all children attending school. Although this is written speaking about the United States, 

there are many large "Big Five" countries who are struggling financially from not having all 

children attending school. This can be a motivation for all countries to send women to school, 

keeping in mind how it will help their countries in the future. The statistics shown are major 

indicators that all citizens, despite their gender, should be in school, because of their own 

benefits and their countries.   
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