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How to Educate People About the SDGs 
  

This paper was originally written by Jason Schillig. Due to a schedule conflict he is no 

longer able to attend our conference.  

Hello delegates! My name is Natalia von Gierke, and I am a junior at SM. This is my 

third year participating in MUN, and I have grown very fond of it.  Along with being in MUN, I 

am also on the SM tennis team, the president of the Dressember club, and am an Ambassador.  I 

cannot wait to meet you all at this SOCOMUN conference and see your solutions regarding 

educating people about the SDG’s. Feel free to email me at socomunfresh17@gmail.com with 

any questions. See you all on the 28th!  

Hello and welcome, delegates! I am Ashleigh Morgan and I will be your vice-chair at 

SOCOMUN! I have been doing MUN for two years at Santa Margarita and have come to love it 

dearly as an important part of my high school experience. I hope that you all enjoy your time at 

SOCOMUN as much as I did during my Freshman year and prepare for more great experiences 

in MUN! 

Hi everyone! My name is Bella Kumar and I am a sophomore at Santa Margarita 

Catholic High School!  I am thrilled to be your rapporteur! have had one year of experience in 

Model United Nations and I absolutely love the program! In addition to MUN I am also heavily 

involved in cheer, comedy sports, and Next Step, an on-campus program that brings drug 

awareness to eight graders! I can’t wait to see you all there!  

To give an overview of the general debate procedure, we will begin with speeches 

moving down the speaker’s list. Delegates will have the opportunity to express their ideas about 

solutions as well as a little bit of their country policy. Throughout the day, discussions will take 

place in unmoderated caucuses. During these informal discussions, delegates will have the 

opportunity to talk with other delegates with similar country policies to form resolution groups. 

With your resolution groups, you will draft resolutions that will be voted on later in committee. 

We will go into more detail the day of the conference! 

 

Background: 

 

  The Sustainable Developmental Goals, or SDGs for short, are a group of seventeen 

interwoven and interdependent goals to improve the human experience for each person in every 

country. The SDGs are a continuation of the Millennium Development Goals which were 

instituted in 2000 at the turn of the century. The purpose of the MDGs was to take on poverty, 

disease, and the growing rate of illiteracy. Although the measures taken were successful, the 

United Nations realized that there were more problems in need of solutions. Specifically, these 

include the current problems plaguing the world environmentally, politically, and economically. 

These three pillars are the backbone of the SDGs. They were first presented at the 2012 

Conference of Sustainable Development and finally adopted in 2015 at the UN Sustainable 

Development Summit in New York, along with the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 

Reduction.  

Although life is experienced differently around the world, these seventeen goals unite 

people everywhere to face the problems which are bigger than a single person or group. For all 

17 of the SDGs, there are 169 targets and within those, 232 indicators for how these goals should 

be approached. These goals intend to not only improve the current state of the world but are also 
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committed to making the future bright for the people who come after. The leaders who are a part 

of the UN wish to see these programs fully integrated by 2030. Although the main focus is to rid 

the world of poverty, this complex issue has many legs to stand on. Therefore, we as a united 

people need to attack each leg in order to bring down the body. However, society must also find 

ways to combat global issues through sustainable growth and prosperity spread throughout the 

world. The sustainable development goals also recognize that the core of the solution, is the 

strength of one’s dignity. SDGs, in turn, aim to foster the awareness and respect for this dignity 

in every possible way. They paint an almost utopian picture of what the change from these 

programs can create. The UN acknowledges the various issues concerning nations around the 

work and also understands the roles that countries can play in order to make a change according 

to their policy. Additionally, they also affirm that there is a commonality that connects each. 

The seventeenth goal of the SDG program aims to "strengthen the means of 

implementation and revitalize the global partnership for sustainable development.” [1] SDG 17 

focuses on the success that stems from the support and unity of all countries throughout the 

world. This goal splits up into four subcategories to ensure complete and sustainable 

improvement in the partnership between countries. The first section is finance. The finances of 

this project stem from the developed countries supporting the underdeveloped countries 

economically, not only with physical funds, but also with setting up lasting ways to support 

themselves for the future. This includes the ability to collect taxes domestically and debt relief.   

The second focus of SDG 17 is on technology. The SDGs focus on the equality of each 

person and country, therefore promoting the collaborative efforts in technological and scientific 

research as well as the sharing of innovations. Lastly, the technological accessibility for the 

under developed countries around the world needs to be improved in order to foster growth and 

prosperity. The third pillar is capacity-building, which highlights the importance of the unified 

support for the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals through North-South, 

South-South, and triangular cooperation. The final pillar of this goal is trade. Trade promotes an 

equal-opportunity system for trade worldwide which focuses on the exports of developing 

countries to boost their domestic economy. In turn, trade also boosts the world’s economy by 

creating rules and guidelines with the focus of improving market access. 

In conclusion, the central goal of SDG 17 is to ensure global cooperation between 

governments internationally and private corporations as well. It is largely focused on the 

continued buffering of modernized global cooperation and implementation in order to promise a 

brighter future for coming generations. 

 

Possible Solutions: 

 

When confronting the broad topic that is SDG 17, you must consider the various ways 

that the topic may be enforced, especially regarding the four main pillars included in the targets 

below. Additionally, it is recommended to focus on the education of the goals as well as the 

implementation of partnerships between government and corporation. One thing to note is the 

differing in the size of corporations in developed versus underdeveloped countries. For example, 

aid from a US or UK born company could have a greater impact on the citizens of Kenya than a 

Kenyan company could have on citizens in the United States or Britain. Education is not only a 

focus on the youth of a country’s population, but also targets the people who run large 

corporations. For example, a good solution would be to establish biannual conferences between 

the CEO’s or CFO’s of large companies with predominant governmental leaders on their role in 
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the advancement of society both in their country and abroad. Large corporations, for example US 

companies like Tesla Inc., Apple, Microsoft, and Ford, would be able to learn what influence 

they have had, or what help they would be able to provide to a smaller, underdeveloped nation. 

These corporations, through the negotiations between governments, could help provide aide in 

various ways to the society in which they are helping. Another solution that you could propose is 

that through the corporate-government partnerships, not only would these countries be able to 

give political and governmental aide, but the companies would be able to help boost the 

economy of the partner nation. For example, Tesla Inc. would be able to pair with Kiira Motors 

based out of Kampala, Uganda for advice and aide in building their company. Help like this from 

developed nations would heavily benefit both involved parties. 

  

Questions to Consider: 

 

The following questions are provided for you to consider as you research but are not necessary to 

explicitly answer at the conference. 

 

1. What is the policy on globalism in your nation? 

2. What is the policy your countries has with relation to the SDG’s? What have they done to 

support them? 

3. What is your country specifically opposed to in regard to the SDG’s? 

4. How do large corporations benefit the society of your country? How do they harm it? 

5. How is the education in your country? 

6. How does your country move to better the education of its youth? It’s adult population? 

7. What is the status of companies that are growing out of your nation? Are there any that 

compete on the global scale? 

 

Goal 17 Targets: 

Click for more information 

 

Finance 

a) Strengthen domestic resource mobilization, including through international support to 

developing countries, to improve domestic capacity for tax and other revenue collection 

b) Developed countries to implement fully their official development assistance 

commitments, including the commitment by many developed countries to achieve the 

target of 0.7 per cent of ODA/GNI to developing countries and 0.15 to 0.20 per cent of 

ODA/GNI to least developed countries ODA providers are encouraged to consider setting 

a target to provide at least 0.20 per cent of ODA/GNI to least developed countries  

c) Mobilize additional financial resources for developing countries from multiple sources  

d) Assist developing countries in attaining long-term debt sustainability through coordinated 

policies aimed at fostering debt financing, debt relief and debt restructuring, as 

appropriate, and address the external debt of highly indebted poor countries to reduce 

debt distress  

e) Adopt and implement investment promotion regimes for least developed countries 

https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-17-partnerships-for-the-goals/targets.html
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Technology 

a) Enhance North-South, South-South and triangular regional and international cooperation 

on and access to science, technology and innovation and enhance knowledge sharing on 

mutually agreed terms, including through improved coordination among existing 

mechanisms, in particular at the United Nations level, and through a global technology 

facilitation mechanism  

b) Promote the development, transfer, dissemination and diffusion of environmentally sound 

technologies to developing countries on favorable terms, including on concessional and 

preferential terms, as mutually agreed  

c) Fully operationalize the technology bank and science, technology and innovation 

capacity-building mechanism for least developed countries by 2017 and enhance the use 

of enabling technology, in particular information and communications technology 

Capacity Building 

a) Enhance international support for implementing effective and targeted capacity-building 

in developing countries to support national plans to implement all the sustainable 

development goals, including through North-South, South-South and triangular 

cooperation 

Trade 

a) Promote a universal, rules-based, open, non-discriminatory and equitable multilateral 

trading system under the World Trade Organization, including through the conclusion of 

negotiations under its Doha Development Agenda  

b) Significantly increase the exports of developing countries, in particular with a view to 

doubling the least developed countries’ share of global exports by 2020  

c) Realize timely implementation of duty-free and quota-free market access on a lasting 

basis for all least developed countries, consistent with World Trade Organization 

decisions, including by ensuring that preferential rules of origin applicable to imports 

from least developed countries are transparent and simple, and contribute to facilitating 

market access 

Systematic Issues 

 Policy and Institutional Coherence 

a) Enhance global macroeconomic stability, including through policy coordination and 

policy coherence  

b) Enhance policy coherence for sustainable development  

c) Respect each country’s policy space and leadership to establish and implement policies 

for poverty eradication and sustainable development 

 Multi-stakeholder Partnerships 
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a) Enhance the global partnership for sustainable development, complemented by multi-

stakeholder partnerships that mobilize and share knowledge, expertise, technology and 

financial resources, to support the achievement of the sustainable development goals in 

all countries, in particular developing countries  

b) Encourage and promote effective public, public-private and civil society partnerships, 

building on the experience and resourcing strategies of partnerships 

 Data, Monitoring, and Accountability  

a) By 2020, enhance capacity-building support to developing countries, including for least 

developed countries and small island developing States, to increase significantly the 

availability of high-quality, timely and reliable data disaggregated by income, gender, 

age, race, ethnicity, migratory status, disability, geographic location and other 

characteristics relevant in national contexts 

b) By 2030, build on existing initiatives to develop measurements of progress on sustainable 

development that complement gross domestic product, and support statistical capacity-

building in developing countries 

MUN Impact 

We hope that you learn a lot about Model UN at our conference. We also hope that you learn 

about the world we live in and want to make that world a better place for everyone. Consider 

taking the next step and becoming a part of the MUN Impact Program http://munimpact.org/  

To see what MUN Impact is doing related to SDG #17 look here http://munimpact.org/sdg-17/    

http://munimpact.org/
http://munimpact.org/sdg-17/
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