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 Hi! My name is Kathryn Cerniglia and I will be your chair at SOCOMUN 2019. I am 

currently a senior at Santa Margarita Catholic High School and have been in the Model United 

Nations program since my freshman year. MUN helps to improve skills in public speaking, 

problem solving, and quick thinking. It also informs students on global issues and helps them to 

come up with real world solutions. Other than MUN, I also participate in my school’s Women’s 

Choir and I am an Ambassador. In addition, I manage the Varsity Girls Basketball team and the 

Swim team at my school. Outside of school, I love to play soccer and read to kids at the library. I 

love music and enjoy playing the piano in my free time. On weekends, I love going on bike rides 

with my friends, going to the movies, and going to the beach. This is my fourth and final year in 

MUN and I have truly learned so much. MUN has taught me to speak to and in front of my 

peers. It has also given me the ability to speak in front of others without a written or prepared 

speech. MUN has given me so much insight into world issues, especially environmental ones, 

and has helped me to see solutions to real world problems. 

 Hello, my name is Jessica Ni and I will be your Vice Chair at SOCOMUN this year! I am 

a junior at SMCHS, and this is my third year in MUN. Being a part of MUN has improved many 

valuable skills for me, including research and public speaking. MUN has also provided a great 

experience for me in learning about global problems and working in groups. Other than MUN, I 

enjoy running and going to the beach. I look forward to meeting you all and I wish you all good 

luck at this year’s SOCOMUN conference!  

SOCOMUN is a great opportunity to improve your MUN skills or learn how to do MUN 

for the first time. In MUN, delegates representing different nations come together to discus a 

global issue and attempt to come up with and agree on solutions. This is accomplished through 

delegates giving speeches to the committees on ways to solve the issue. If there are comments 

and/or questions after the speech, one or more delegates may be chosen to give short responses 

to these speeches. Additionally, delegates can motion for causes where delegates are able to talk 

with each other and collaborate on solutions. These caucuses and discussions will facilitate the 

creation of resolution groups where delegates with complimentary solutions work together to 

create a resolution from their solutions. The resolutions will eventually be presented to and voted 

on by the entire committee. We hope you all enjoy your time at SOCOMUN 2019 and that this 

can be a fun experience for all! Please contact us at socomuncsw@gmail.com for any questions! 

 

 

 

Background:   

Violence against women and girls (VAWG), also know as gender-based violence (GBV), 

is an extreme issue. This issue is defined by the United Nations to be any violent act on the basis 

of gender which may leave lasting harmful effects on a woman and is done against her will in 
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either a private or public space. A third of women and girls will fall victim to gender-based 

violence in the duration of their lifetimes. Women and girls of all different socio-economic 

backgrounds are affected by this issue, thus it is essential to globally address this issue which 

effects all nations, both developing and developed. Violence against women violates human 

rights. This violence has extreme and lasting effects on the survivor’s health. It is harmful 

emotionally and physically and can permanently affect a woman’s reproductive health. Near half 

of women who experience gender-based violence by a partner report physical injury. It can also 

lead to the spread of sexually transmitted diseases (STDs), such as HIV, and unplanned 

pregnancies, many of which result in abortion, miscarriage, stillbirth, and premature delivery. 

The mental health effects of violence against women can include depression, anxiety, and post-

traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). Sexual violence often leads to substance addiction and abuse in 

later life. These and other injuries can lead to homicide or suicide by victims of gender-based 

violence. An additional effect of violence against women is that girls who experience or are near 

gender-based violence in their youth are more likely to become a victim in adulthood. This issue 

is not only harmful to the victims of gender-based violence but also negatively impact countries. 

Violence against women is a costly issue and can cost some nations nearly 4% of their GDP. 

Violence against women takes form in many ways. One example is child marriage. 

Annually up to 14 million girls between the ages of 8 and 18 are forced into children marriage. 

These forces child marriages often result in the girl experiencing domestic violence and 

contracting sexually transmitted diseases. Most child brides are not provided education and 

sentenced to a life of poverty. Another type of violence against women is female genital 

mutilation (FGM). FGM is the reshaping or the, sometimes complete, removal of external female 

genitalia. Up to 200 million women fall victim to FGM. FGM can have severe consequences on 

the health of women. It can lead to infection, cysts, and hemorrhaging. It can also affect 

women’s reproductive health and lead to infertility or childbirth complications. FDM is practiced 

in various nations throughout Africa, Southeast Asia, and areas of the Middle East as cultural 

tradition. Violence against women can also result from honor killings for acting outside of 

societal norms. These murders are often the result of a woman being raped, wanting a divorce, or 

refusing marriage or relationships. Sexual and domestic violence also are examples of gender-

based violence. Sexual violence is extremely harmful for women, particularly young girls, and 

can lead to extreme mental and physical harm. This violence is often perpetrated by intimate 

partners of the victims. One third of women in relationships experience violence from their 

partners. Additionally, near 40% of female murders are done by an intimate male partner of the 

victim. This also takes form in sex trafficking where, mostly women, are sexually exploited and 

often fall victim to beatings and forced abortions. 

Though all nations are affected by this issue, and women of all socio-economic 

backgrounds can be victims of gender-based violence, some women and areas throughout the 

world are at a higher risk of violence against women. Warzones and areas affected by natural 

disasters often have an increase in gender-based violence, particularly sexual assault. Women in 

conflict zones often are raped and tortured, sometimes as a weapon. These victims do not have 

access to medical and mental health resources, thus the effects of this violence are more extreme. 

Additionally, lack of education or access to paid employment, previous violence or mistreatment, 
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substance abuse, and societal acceptance of the mistreatment of women all put women at an 

increased risk of gender-based violence.  

 

Possible Solutions:  

 Violence against women is a global issue that affects women of all backgrounds. When 

thinking about possible solutions, it is important to remember that effective answers do not need 

to tackle the problem at a global scale. Change often starts small and grows from those 

successes. Some of the most impactful solutions can be geared towards local communities rather 

than entire nations. As such, you should look at the problem from various societal viewpoints – 

local, national, and global – in order to develop solutions that truly make an impact. 

           To aid you in your process, I am providing you with some example solutions. At the local 

level, personal solutions are often the most effective. These solutions can be geared towards very 

specific groups of women. For example, women on university campuses. One such solution 

could be to implement a state-mandated alert system across public university campuses. This 

system could require students at public universities to utilize an app which gives them access to 

emergency services or healthcare professionals at the touch of a button. It would allow women 

experiencing violence to receive the help they need discretely and at a moment’s notice. Just as 

this solution addresses the local needs of specific women, solutions at the national level become 

less personal but are successful at addressing the broader issue within a country. One such 

solution would be to implement government-funded community outreach programs geared 

towards women suffering from violence and abuse. Such programs could act as in person support 

groups as well as anonymous online centers where women can gain access to information, seek 

help, and speak with other women as well as relevant professionals. This solution tries to address 

the needs of all women suffering from abuse within a nation by giving them access to a variety 

of resources. Finally, global solutions try to address the overarching issue of violence against 

women by causing societal changes. These solutions are far reaching and often long-term but can 

make the biggest impact when successful. An example of this type of solution could be to 

develop a United Nations run campaign against violence. Such a campaign may seek to educate 

national governments about the issue, its causes, and the ways that it affects each country 

specifically. Furthermore, this UN campaign could try to incentivize countries to improve the 

reporting of violence among their citizens so that cases of violence against women do not go 

unnoticed.  In doing so, this type of solution has the potential to make the largest impact. 

 

 

 

 

Questions to Consider: 

Violence against women is a broad issue. Affected women experience violence in different 

ways. As such, your research may lead you to different conclusions depending on what type or 

instances of violence you are exposed to. In order to give you a more wholistic view of the topic, 
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I have provided a series of questions to keep in mind during your research, thinking of solutions, 

and preparing for the conference. It is not required that you respond to or answer these questions, 

but rather use them to further your research and develop a more complete position on the issue. 

Being familiar with these questions and topics will help you to be more prepared for the 

conference and to develop strong solutions. 

1. What is your countries policy and position on the issue? 

2. Does your country have any religious or cultural traditions that result in gender-based 

violence (particularly female genital mutilation) and how does this affect your policy? 

3. Does your country have any laws or programs which effectively prevent violence against 

women? (Can these be adapted to alleviate the issue in other nations?) 

4. What laws or programs do other countries have that you feel successfully address this 

issue? 

5. How will you create an effective solution that respects countries sovereignty and 

religious traditions? 

6. How can you provide programs or items which can help threatened women to defend 

themselves against gender-based violence? 

7. What has the United Nations done to address violence against women in the past? What 

can it do in the future? 

8. Are there any organizations or NGOs which you can work with to help solve the issue? 

9. Are there any pre-existing solutions to use as models for future solutions? (or failed 

solutions which can be used to avoid making future mistakes?) 

10. How will you provide ongoing economical support to these solutions? 

11. How can education and employment help to solve the issue? 

12. How does this issue overlap with gender discrimination as whole and how will your 

solutions effectively help to solve the problem given the large spectrum of the issue? 
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Hooykaas, Janou. “A Comprehensive Guide for NGOs Working with Gender-Based Violence.”  

Funds for NGOs, 2014, https://www.fundsforngos.org/featured-articles/comprehensive-

guide-ngos-working-genderbased-violence/. 

This article includes detailed descriptions for the different types of violence against 

women; including child marriage, female genital mutilation, sex trafficking, honor 

killings, sexual and domestic violence, conflict zones, and natural disasters. It also 

highlights the importance of NGOs and lists many that are fighting against women’s 

violence. The website is credible, but the article is somewhat old, so the statistics may not 

be up to date. This source is very informative and provides a lot of NGOs and 
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