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Ending Violence Against Women
	Hello, my name is Aubrey Davenport.  I will be your co-chair at SOCOMUN 2018!  I am currently a senior at Santa Margarita Catholic High School, and this will be my fourth and final year in MUN.  MUN has opened many opportunities for me.  I have been able to attend many conferences for the past several years, having the ability to learn and speak about the world’s issues today.  I find it so interesting to hear the very topics that I have researched about on the news headlines.  There are times when I often consider a career in political science, probably a career protecting the environment.  MUN has been a great way for me to become comfortable researching.  When I first began MUN, I was really intimidated at the thought of writing such sizeable papers, however, now I am completely confident in writing long papers, a benefit that will carry me through college with ease.  In addition, MUN has taught me my public speaking skills.  I am happy to say that I am comfortable speaking in front of my peers in the classroom.  
	I hope that you all have an exciting time at SOCOMUN!  This is just the beginning of your path in MUN, so make it count and enjoy the journey!  Remember to be prepared and have fun!  We will begin debate with delegate speeches on solutions regarding the topic, “Ending Violence Against Women.”  Along with speeches, we encourage delegates to motion for a caucus; through caucuses, delegates can discuss their solutions in-depth and collaborate to form a resolution group.  In addition to knowing the topic itself, it is important to ensure that each of you are aware of your country’s policy/position on the topic you have been given.  If you have any questions, feel free to email me at socomuncsw@gmail.com.  I can’t wait to meet all of you at the conference!  Good luck to you all! 

Background:  
Any act of violence against women is a serious violation of basic human rights.  There are roughly eight forms of assault including sexual, psychological, and emotional abuse.  Furthermore, there may often be cases that involve financial and material abuse, desertion, delinquency, and in some cases a loss of reverence.  Brutality towards women may also result in either immediate or long-term damage to a woman’s physical and mental wellbeing.  Violence can also affect families and the surrounding community.  In addition, violence towards women can lead to outrageous health care and legal expenses, which in turn impacts both the family and the nation’s budget.  According to the UN’s World Health Organization, 1 in 3 women have experienced a case of violence by their intimate partner in their lifetime.  In relation to this, 38% of males have murdered their female partners.  Violence can often lead to more serious cases that can negatively disrupt a woman’s reproductive health.  For example, HIV is a common transmitted infection that causes life-long damage to the immune system if left untreated.  The majority of studies have proven that due to both men and women having little to no education, this can indeed be a contributing factor to violence.  For the past few decades of mobilizing women’s movements and governmental communities, many politicians and organizations have transported the agenda of violence against women to the top of the list of international topics to discuss.  A growing number of nations have been strengthening or creating new laws to protect women against domestic violence.  However, obstacles remain in the application of these laws, as many acts go unpunished.  In many countries, many inhabitants believe that men are superior over women, due to either religious or cultural reasons.  In places such as Chad, arranged marriages are common for girls at the age of 11-12 years old.  Women living in refugee camps experience rape and a variety of other violent acts.  These beliefs of male dominance have been instilled for decades, so it has been a difficult journey for the United Nations and other powerful organizations to reduce gender discrimination and violence.  The journey of combating sexual assault or other acts of violence is still continuing.  

Possible Solutions: 
	Below I have provided possible solutions that can be enforced to eradicate brutality against women.  It is important that you come up with your own original solutions for this conference.  Do not come to a conference with solutions that have already been promoted and/or carried out.  Also, when you are creating your solutions ensure that they support your country’s regulations.  
	There are several solutions that can prevent violence against women.  The first solution would be to notify governments about this issue.  Governments need to understand that violence threatens the health and well-being of women.  By educating governments about the effects of not penalizing assaults, this can hinder acts of brutality.  Governments in the Middle East have loose laws regarding acts of physical and mental assault.  Stricter laws need to be implemented and/or present laws need to be adjusted so that there is a penalty for acting out of barbarity.  In addition, if psychological counseling groups were to be formed, women can learn to identify red flags of emotional abuse.  Additionally, it is important that women learn basic self-defense.  In these classes, they will learn how to defend themselves if they feel that they are in a situation where they feel unsafe or threatened.  Along with these solutions, many colleges have emergency alert systems in place throughout their campuses.  It would be beneficial to expand these types of systems in densely populated communities.  Furthermore, men need to be educated on the topic of this issue.  Men are responsible for the majority of violent acts towards women.  The government needs to uphold strict consequences for violent acts against women.

Questions to Consider:
I’ve provided some questions for each of you to think carefully about as you write your position paper.  You do not necessarily need to answer these questions at the conference, but I would highly advise you to be familiar with these ideas to think about listed below.  
1. What is your country’s policy on this issue?  And what countries have similar policies as you?
2. How can women defend themselves if they feel threatened?
3. Are there any current organizations in/or outside of the UN that works to prevent assaults?
4. What can the United Nations do to promote the safety and security to all women?
5. Does your country have any laws that highlight this issue?  If so, what is their stance?
6. Would education be beneficial in ending this issue?
7. Can you create a solution that will accommodate all cultures and religions?
8. What solutions have failed in the past?
9. How will you implement these programs economically?  (Aside from the UN)
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